16            GERMANY'S REVOLUTION OF DESTRUCTION
When the revolution was officially staged, on January 3oth,
1933, it had in reality scarcely begun; when its successes were
celebrated any sort of remonstrance had become useless: the
seizure of impregnable power was an accomplished and
unalterable fact.
What matters politically to-day is not the rise of National
Socialism as a philosophy. Its roots lie certainly in the racial
ideas of the pan-Germans of Austria and Germany, in their
rabid anti-Semitism, their hatred of the Habsburgs and of the
very principle of the Austrian State, in the movement away
from Rome and the first beginnings of the enthusiasm for the
myth of the pagan Teutons. All this, though not all of it is still
actively pursued, may be effective to this day, it may still play
an important part in securing emotional support of decisions,
it may still be important for the platform and the show; but
what is more important than the nature of the National
Socialism of the past is what it has become. The crucial fact is
that the movement has progressed far beyond its racialist origins
and is now using this doctrinal armoury of its youth, in so far
as it retains any of it, merely as a necessary element in pro-
paganda. Racialism is its make-believe; the reality is the
revolutionary extremism revealed not in its philosophy but in
its tactics. It is impossible to understand the situation in
Germany if this development is not realized. The development
began long before the arrival in power. Behind it lay the
unprincipled struggle for power, which for the time being was
the one and only real objective. The ostensible aims and
objectives were simply the propaganda material employed for
gaining a Parliamentary majority. Consequently the arsenal of
political objectives was filled with the most contradictory and
manifestly impracticable demands. And the main objective
that began to stand out from the racialist nationalism and the
moderated Socialism of the party propaganda was a re-
volutionary transformation of the whole political and social